
 

 

 

            

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Michael and All Angels, Edgemead 

2019 Lent Course 

 

 

Week 5 

Jesus predicts his death – through his 

wounded feet, he leads us in the way of the 

Passion” 



 

 

 

Thank you for having been with us in this Lenten 
Journey, tracing Jesus’ footsteps towards 

Jerusalem and the Cross  
 
 
Mark 8:31-38  

 
Jesus Predicts His Death: First time 
31 “

He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must 
suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief 
priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be 
killed and after three days rise again. 

32 
He spoke plainly 

about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. 

33 
But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he 

rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do 
not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human 
concerns.” 

In this account we see Peter passionately trying to dissuade Jesus from 
his resolve to face what lay ahead of him in Jerusalem. This warm-
hearted, fiery fisherman, loved and understood deeply by Jesus, was the 
same one of whom he prophesied would, on the night of his arrest, deny 
him three times before cockcrow. 

 

Mark 9:30-50 

Jesus Predicts His Death a Second Time 
30 “

They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus 
did not want anyone to know where they were, 

31 
because 

he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, “The Son 
of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. 
They will kill him, and after three days he will rise.” 

32 
But 

they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to 
ask him about it. 

33 
They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he 

asked them, “What were you arguing about on the road?” 

A word of welcome 



 

 

34 
But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued 

about who was the greatest. 

35 
Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone 

who wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant 
of all.” 

 

Jesus takes the disciples aside for a time of private teaching and 
conversation – this must have been difficult at that time, with so many 
people wanting to see and be with him every hour of the day. In this text 
Jesus reiterates what he had said in the first prediction of his death – 
Mark notes here that they did not understand what he was saying and 
were afraid to ask him – this may have been (i) due to the fact that this 
word from Jesus ran counter to the kind of Messiah they had expected 
and thought he was, and (ii) perhaps they did not want to appear to not 
believe or accept what he was saying. 

At Capernaum he raised the issue of their argument which had taken 
place earlier on the road – he uses this matter to remind them of the true 
nature of greatness in the Kingdom of God, which is opposite to 
greatness as defined by the world – recall the foot washing at the Last 
Supper. Look also at the Song of Mary, Magnificent. 

 

Luke 18:31-33 

Jesus Predicts His Death a Third Time 
31 

Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We are 
going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by 
the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. 

32 
He 

will be delivered over to the Gentiles. They will mock him, 
insult him and spit on him; 

33 
they will flog him and kill him. 

On the third day he will rise again.” 

 

In this word Jesus repeats what has been said before about his 
impending death – note however the sequence in this text: The Twelve 
are again taken aside – this is a teaching (or warning) for them alone; 
the journey must be to Jerusalem, for it is there that all that had been 
written by the prophets would be fulfilled. This had to be fulfilled; being 
delivered over into the power of the Gentiles also forms part of the 
prophecies – he will be cruelly treated, crucified and rise on the third 
day. 



 

 

We must always remember that the Resurrection is one of the crucial 
signs given by Jesus that he is who he claims to be – the Messiah, the 
Resurrection and the Life. 

 

In Jesus’ time there were several Messianic expectations: 

The Davidic or Military Messiah – would come, with great military skill 
and leadership, in the style of King David of old and literally ‘drive the 
occupying Romans into the sea’; 

The Spiritual Messiah – who would come as the Son of Righteousness 
– this Messiah would restore the right standing of the people, in their 
relationship with God – He would come in great splendour and glory, the 
heavens would be torn open and he would descend in power in the 
midst of the people (this expectation was strongly held by the Essene 
community at Qumran). 

The Priestly Messiah – who would come as the Priest of God to 
represent the people to God and God to the people – He would thus fulfil 
all the Commandments and Statutes of the Law and come to deliver the 
people of Israel from their sin and rebellion against God. 

The Shepherd and Prophet of God – this Messiah would come, with 
love and compassion, to reach out to the sheep of Israel, God’s flock, 
gathering them into a new pasture of healing and restored relationship – 
also seen in strong spiritual a terms. The coming of the Messiah is also 
linked to the fulfilment of the prophetic tradition of Israel, no more 
powerfully demonstrated as seen in the great prophet Elijah the Tishbite.  

The Suffering Servant of God – this Messiah is that of whom Isaiah 
and other prophets speak in their writings, who is our Lord Jesus. In 
Isaiah we have what are called the ‘Servant Songs’ – these occur in a 
number of passages, but are no more comprehensively seen as in 
chapter 53. An example of the scroll of the prophet Isaiah is seen below 

                                       

 

 

 



 

 

Isaiah 53:7-9 

“He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his 
mouth; 
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his 
mouth.

8 
By oppression

 
and judgment he was taken away. 

Yet who of his generation protested? For he was cut off 
from the land of the living; for the transgression of my 
people he was punished

.9 
He was assigned a grave with the 

wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done 
no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.”  

 

In view of the fact that there were these various expectations of 
the Messiah to come it would be understandable that the 
disciples would find it hard to see their Messiah as one who 
would give his own life and future over to the hated Gentiles. 

 

 
 

 
The Questions that follow invite you to all make a comment 

on the questions which follow, however brief this may be. 

It is often that, in putting a thought into words deeper 

insights are gained from group sharing. 

Come, walk with us on the road together, in Jesus’ footsteps, to 

Jerusalem 

 

 

ADDRESS 



 

 

 
 

 
 

1. Why do you think that Jesus needed to speak to the 
disciples three times about what lay before him in 
Jerusalem? 
 

2. If you were one of the disciples what would have been 
your reaction to Jesus and Peter’s disagreement and 
Jesus’ word spoken to Peter? 
 

3. Share if you wish, a time when your hope and beliefs 
were challenged and, as a result, you had to make some 
fundamental changes in your life. 

 

4. What, for you, is greatness – how does this harmonise or 
differ from what Jesus describes as greatness? Ask 
someone in your group to read the ‘Song of Mary’ from 
the Prayer Book, as part of this discussion. What do you 
think Mary is being inspired to describe as true greatness 
in her prophecy?  

 

5. Describe a time (and share with the group please) when 
you felt helpless - what was the context and how did it 
feel for you? 

 

6. What are the things, do you think, that make it hard for 
us to be vulnerable and why? 

 

7. Which of the Messianic expectations do you think would 
have made sense to the disciples and why?  

 

8. Jesus leads us through the way of suffering in Holy Week 
– what is your hope for this journey next week?   

 
 

Group Discussion and Reflection 



 

 

Prayers 

 
The following prayers are suggested, as a focus 

for the end of your discussions. 
 

 We thank you Lord for the Lent Course and journey with 
Jesus. 
 

 Lord God, we recognise how hard it is for some to accept 
bad news which may force them to re-examine all, in 
which they believe and for which they hope.  Give them 
courage, dear Lord, to manage these changes in their 
lives. 
 

 Lord, be close to those whose hope has been challenged, 
or broken, forcing them into a new way of being.  Bless 
them with faith, hope and love, encouraged by a very real 
sense of your Holy Spirit working in their lives 
 

 Lord, be with those who are the prophets of God in our 
time – give them courage to speak God’s truth to justice 
and be unafraid of declaring all that God places in their 
hearts. Help us to listen with open hearts to the words of 
God. 
 

 As we prepare to walk through Holy Week enable this to 
be a time for deep reflection, prayer leading us into a 
profound experience of that deeper walk with you, dear 
Lord, through Palm Sunday, your Crucifixion and so to the 
empty tomb and glory of your resurrection. 
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